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construction . Weõll let you 
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Donõt forget any member 
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ber to the Club receives £50 
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Firstly, I would like to 

wish all members and 

their families a very 

Happy New Year.  The 

start of a New Year is 

always a good time to 

look back and I would 

like to reflect on my year 

as President, if I may? 

My Presidentõs Day went very well, with 

just a little rain and I am told by those that 

played that there was a slight breeze to be 

felt on the 13th green! Well done to Phil 

Shields who was the winner on the day and 

also to Kathy Allan who won the Ladiesõ 

prize and Robert  Shemilt the winning    

Junior. 

The evening was really enjoyable  and well 

attended, with 133 sitting down to an excel-

lent meal and dancing and drinking went on 

until the late hours. 

Once again, the AM-AM was a great success 

and credit goes to the Vice President,    

Howard Jones and his very able committee.  

All of their hard work raised a cracking 

Ã4,000 for the Captainsõ charities ð the 

Donna Louise Trust and Leukaemia     

Research Foundation. 

Another  positive decision made over the 

past years by the Club in 2005/6 was to 

invest in the drainage and irrigation sys-

tems for the course.  This foresight has and 

is paying great dividends.  I mention this 

as the Summer weather was very wet and 

a large number of golf days would have 

been lost without this investment.  Our 

Club is quickly gaining a reputation for 

offering all year round golf, which will   

certainly help to retain and attract new 

members. 

Finally, I would like to thank you all for 

giving me the honour and privilege of be-

ing your President.  I have tried to carry 

out my duties to the high standard       

required and could not have done this 

without the support and friendship of you, 

t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  c l u b . 

 

Stewart Waring 

President

Many of you will already know that we have formed the GAP (Green Advisory Panel). 

The GAP was set up as a forum to capture, appraise and respond to memberõs issues, con-

cerns, ideas for improvement, or praise of the course. 

To make this a success, two way communication is essential.  Your views  are very impor-

tant and we will ensure that we communicate on a regular basis to you through the notice 

board, newsletter and e-mail updates. Members are encouraged to forward  comments and 

questions to us either in writing in the suggestion box,  in person to any of the GAP mem-

bers, or by e-mail, using our new GAP e-mail address: gap@alagergolfclub.co.uk.  You can 

e-mail us directly and we will respond with a personal reply. 

All of your comments and ideas will be discussed and considered by the GAP and we guar-

antee to come back to you, although as you will appreciate it will not be possible to adopt 

all memberõs ideas./continued on page 2 

 

Mind the GAP 
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Mind the GAP ð continued from page one 

Several new initiatives have been introduced including, re-introducing walking the course with the Greens Manager to as-

sess and review ongoing works programmes, reviewing bunker conditions and we will be introducing a fairway divot bag 

tree on the course.  We are also looking at ways to tackle the problem of non-repair of pitch marks (which was a big prob-

lem in the playing season) and the introduction of stimp meter readings to be displayed on the outside notice board during 

the next playing season. The GAP members are: 

Brian Branson ð Chairperson 

Linda Barker ð Lady Captain and ladies representative 

Howard Jones ð Vice President 

Dave Marchant ð Seniors representative 

Dave Prendergast ð  Low handicap representative 

Eugene Campbell ð  Club golfer representative 

Finally, the GAP has already received some positive comments from members regarding the course and would like to pass 

on the compliments to the greens staff for the condition of the course over the last season 

Brian Branson 

Vice Captain and GAP Chairperson 

As you read this we will be ten months through the financial year and I can report that we are in-line with the budgets set 

at the beginning of the year and that the income from managing our own catering is what we expected. 

During the year we have extended the facility for members to pay their subscription by direct debit to include pre-

payments towards the next yearõs subscription for those who wish to do so. 

The main item of information to bring to your attention is the possibility of our Club becoming a òCommunity Amateur 

Sports Clubó (C.A.S.C) . The main benefit from this, is the reduction in rates paid by approximately 80% but it would not 

be possible to ring fence this money for particular projects, as it is intended to be used to make the Club more available to 

the community 

The steps the Club would have to take to register as a CASC are being investigated quite thoroughly by your Council as 

there are serious implications surrounding the process and as yet there are many doubts as to its benefits. Rest assured that 

before any decision is made all members will have an opportunity to consider these implications at the appropriate time and 

their views and their votes will decide the route the Club takes. 

Further information can be obtained at www.hmrc.gov.uk/casc_guidance.htm or www.englishgolfunion.org 

 

Treasurer Update ð Roy Salt 

Tom Lawton ñ Junior Player of the Year, seen here  

with Club officials 

The Golf Mark award is a EGU/EWGA run national 

scheme that identifies and recognises junior and begin-

ner friendly golf facilities. Three key areas are assessed; 

Coaching/Playing, Club Environment (including sports 

equality and ethics) and Child Protection/Duty of Care. 

Having registered for this prestigious national award 

we had a very positive visit from the Regional Develop-

ment Manager. This visit was an initial assessment to 

understand what further work is necessary to gain ac-

creditationñwhich we  hope to achieve in early 2010.  

To ensure that effective child protection policies are in 

place the Club has appointed Helen Challinor as the 

Clubõs Child Welfare Officer. Helenõs role will be to pro-

mote best practice when dealing with our juniors and 

ensuring their safe welfare while at and away from the 

club./continued on page 4  

Junior Golf Mark Award 

http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/casc_guidance.htm#31
http://www.englishgolfunion.org/
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Competition News, Dave Stenton 

Mike Sanders and I have been working together through this competition year and have shared the workload between us. 

This approach has proved beneficial and is now seen as the way forward. To this end Paul Booth has also joined the Compe-

tition Committee and has been working with both Mike and I, with a view to taking on the role of Competition Secretary 

for the 2010 playing year. 

Mike will be stepping down as Handicap Secretary at the end of this golfing year and I will then take up that role and work 

with Paul through 2010. 

We would like to thank Mike for all of his hard work over the last five years and wish him all the best for the future. 

On the competition front we have had another good year with some amazing results. The majority of competitions have 

been well supported but there does seem to be a trend of late cancellations resulting in unused tee times ð I hope that this 

situation will improve going forward. 

I have recently reviewed the number of competitions and reserved tee times with the fixtures committee and removed some 

of the unpopular Medals in the months where we have majors running under Medal format. We have also decided to reduce 

the 2010 Scratch Cup and KO Finals to a single 18 hole round and have returned the Winter League to its previous format, 

with the exception that only winning pairs will qualify for the Winter League Finalõs Day. 

Well done to all of our 2009 winners and especially to our new Club champion ð Mike Edgley ð who will now be put through 

to ôThe Hall of Fame Golf Championshipõ and also to Dave Morris and Derek Simpson, our John Jackson Salver winners, 

who will be put forward to the ôDaily Mail Foursomesõ event. Good luck in representing Alsager Golf Club in these national 

events in 2010. 

Last yearõs Club champion, Don Leese was the first member to represent our Club in the ôHall of Fame Competitionõ, which 

was founded 13 years ago to raise money for the UK Cancer Research Charity.  Over 600 Clubs each provide one entrant to 

go through to the regional finals.  Don went to Llanymynech and beat 35 other regional finalists to qualify for the final at 

Woodhall Spa, which is contested over 36 holes.  Don had a great two days of golf, winning the longest drive on the first 

day and finished a fantastic runner-up, just three points behind the overall winner.  I think that you will all join me in con-

gratulating Don on his great achievement and donõt worry Mike, not too much pressure on you for this year! 

The ôGold Sovereignõ. 

The winner of the Russ Kinsey Gold Sovereign, which was awarded to the player with the best aggregate four scores from 

five in the April, May, June, July and August Medals was Mark Bloor. Many thanks to Russ for his kind generosity and 

well done Mark. 

Ladies Locker Room ð Linda Barker, Lady Captain 

In November we had the most fabulous fashion show compèred by Maureen Henderson of Cheshire Lady. Professional 

models showed off all the latest lingerie and the swimwear for next season and over 140 ladies enjoyed the show - thanks to 

all of you for your support. ( I think that the wine waiters also had quite a good time!) This event was Lady Vice Captain 

Bev Kingõs idea and the end result was brilliant. Over Ã2,200 was raised for my charity The Donna Louise Trust. 

Chrissie Hunter from the Trust also attended and gave a short talk about the work that the Trust does and explained that 

it is only 15% government funded. Thank you also to all the sponsors and the local businesses that supported us. 

Our next excitement was the pantomime (Ali the Barber).  The performances went very well and we raised £620 for St 

Lukeõs Hospice and a big thank you goes out to all of the Ladies who produced and stared in it and to our male officers for 

their wonderful cameo performances.  

You may think that this all sounds as though we have forgotten why we exist and have put our golf on the back burner! 

Not a bit of it ð our Winter League Competitions are well under way.  

Many of the ladies have commented on the excellent condition of the course and the Ladies Section would like to pass on 

congratulations to the Greens Manager and his staff. They are very impressed by the vast improvement in the ponds ð par-

ticularly the 4th. 

Also, due to the hard work of all the volunteers organized by Glenys Parkinson, the rhododendron area adjacent to the 2nd 

tee now looks very presentable. Thank you to everyone involved.  

A future note for your diary is our annual prize presentation evening which will take place on Thursday, 25th February at 

7.00 for 7.30pm.  I am delighted to confirm that our guest will be Pam Ingram, who will be sharing the art of flower arrang-

ing with us.  Pam is an Area Demonstrator and Vice Chairman for the Cheshire branch of NAFAS (National association of 

flower arrangers).  I look forward to seeing you all there. 



 Office/Clubhouse:   

 Tel: 01270 875700 

 Fax: 01270 882207 
 
 
 Professional: 
 Richard Brown 01270 877432 
 

Alsager Opens 2010 
Entry forms are available from the Club, our website 

and at: www.opengolfclubcompetitions.co.uk 

 Audley Road 

 Alsager 

 Stoke-on-Trent 

 ST7 2UR 

 Download ôTee Timeõ on our website at: 

 www.alsagergolfclub.com 

Date Event 

Fri, 15th January Quiz Night 

Sat, 23rd January Burns Evening 

Sat, 14th February Valentine special with live band 

Soul Society  

Fri, 26th, February Race Night 

Sat, 1st May Celebration Cup 

Sat, 3rd July Summer Ballñto be confirmed 

Sat, 24th July Captainõs Day 

Sat, 14th August Presidentõs Day Junior Golf Mark Award/cont.. 

Coaching for the rookies ended in October with partici-

pation holding steady at an average of 10 per session.  

Steady progress has been made with the result that 

some have now started to play a few holes on the 

course with adult supervision. This will continue with 

a view to having some more young juniors playing in 

nine hole competitions in 2010. 

Coaching for 2010 will start again on January 10th and 

run through until October. 

As a result of the group coaching the number of juniors 

entering competitions has now tripled, however there 

are still a significant number of òsleeping juniorsó that 

nobody sees. We still need to encourage more juniors 

to play in competitions, so if you are one of these, why 

not give us a try ð who knows you might find it good 

fun and also make some new golfing friends. 

We are always looking to encourage more juniors to 

participate and have fun. If you have any ideas why 

not share with us. Anybody wishing to help and sup-

port junior golf at Alsager please contact Neil and 

Helen Challinor on 01270 876944. 

Social dates for you diary 

Before we tell you about the many events that we have planned 

for the first part of 2010, letõs take a quick look back on some of 

the memorable nights that many of us have enjoyed last year.   

The Club has always enjoyed a reputation for good social events 

and whether it was the hog roast, Valentineõs night or Quiz 

nights, we certainly had something for everybody.  The finale of 

the year was the New Yearõs Eve Party, which certainly went 

with a bang.  With superb live entertainment, great food and 

service and a room dressed to rival any London hotel, a great 

night was had by all.   

It is important that we all continue to support these events. They 

are a great way to meet other members and contribute to our 

Clubõs revenue.  Our function rooms are the envy of many other 

local golf courses and are available for hire during the day and 

evening to members and non-members alike. So remember to 

spread the word to your family and friends. 

Here are the events coming up, further details and tickets are  

available from the office and bar. 

Planned Winter Work 2010 
The following is a list of the planned work for the winter period: 

Winter mats on holes 2 and 11 have been installed 

New Winter Tee on 12th  

Install new path from 14th green to 15th tee  

Construct new 17th fairway bunker  

Construct two new practice bunkers 

Did you know? 
Handicap certificates can now be gained from the ôHowdididoõ 

web site. You just need to register on the site and update your 

personal profile with your own handicap certificate verification 

code. This code is located on the bottom left hand corner of your 

handicap certificate, which (for men) can be obtained by contact-

ing either the Handicap Secretary or the Office. Ladies will have 

received their new handicap certificates automatically on 1st 

Jan. Once this action is completed each member will be able to 

run a certificate off, as and when required.  The Howdidido web 

site address is : www.Howdidido.co.uk  

Members of a Cheshire Golf Club who purchase a 

Cheshire County Card will now be able to use this card 

at Golf Clubs throughout England, who are in their 

respective County Union Card Scheme at a much re-

duced rate, generally half the published price.  Cards 

can be purchased at the Club for £18 and further de-

tails can be found at: 

www.cheshiregolf.org.uk 

Cheshire Card Update 

ALSAGER GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 


